
Gala Award Dinner
The Woodrow Wilson Monument Returns to Prague 

Celebrating 20 Years of Freedom

Honoring 
Mayor Richard M. Daley



Civil Society Vision Award Honoree

Mayor Richard M. Daley
Visionary Leader of Chicago, Sister City of Prague

The American Friends of the Czech Republic is proud to pay tribute to Chicago 

Mayor Richard M. Daley with the Civil Society Vision Award. Since his election as 

the city’s leader on April 4, 1989, Mayor Daley has earned a national reputation 

for his innovative community-based programs to address education, public safety, 

neighborhood development, and other challenges facing American cities.

Under Mayor Daley’s visionary leadership, Chicago, a sister city of Prague, has 

secured its place as a world-class metropolis. Widely viewed as one of the nation’s top 

urban executives, Mayor Richard M. Daley – with his numerous and impressive list 

of accomplishments – is most deserving of our recognition and this honor. 

The American Friends of the Czech Republic (AFoCR) fosters ties between 

the United States and the Czech Republic in the areas of business, trade, culture, 

education, diplomacy, and security. AFoCR enhances understanding, friendship, 

and respect between the peoples of the two countries, while educating 

U.S. government leaders, media, and other opinion makers about the goals 

and aspirations of the Czech people. Nationwide in scope, AFoCR is the 

voice of the American constituency that supports the Czech democracy. 

The Gala Award Dinner marks the 20th anniversary of the historic 

Velvet Revolution, which delivered the Czech people from 40 years of 

communism. It is a celebration of Czech democracy, freedom, and progress, 

as well as the partnership between U.S. President Woodrow Wilson and 

founding Czechoslovak President Tomáš G. Masaryk to create the Czechoslovak 

Republic.  Event proceeds support reconstructing the Woodrow Wilson 

Monument in Prague, which was destroyed by the Nazis in 1941.



cordially invite you to the

American Friends of the Czech Republic 
Gala Award Dinner

The Woodrow Wilson Monument Returns to Prague 
Celebrating 20 Years of Freedom

Sponsored By General Dynamics

Tuesday, November 10, 2009

Ritz-Carlton Chicago
160 East Pearson Street

6:00 p.m. Reception - 7:00 p.m. Dinner
Business Attire

For additional information, please call 312.553.2000 
or visit www.pjhchicago.com/afcr.
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Fred Malek
  Chairman of the Board

  Chairman, Thayer Capital Partners
  Former Advisor to Presidents Nixon, Reagan 

and G.H.W. Bush

Thomas A. Dine
 President

  Former President, Radio Free Europe,
  Former Assist. Administrator, 

U.S. Agency for Int. Development (1993-1997)

Bill Cabaniss
  Exec Vice President

  Former U.S. Ambassador to the
  Czech Republic (2003-2006)

Peter A. Rafaeli
  Vice President & Treasurer
  Honorary Consul General of 

  the Czech Republic, Philadelphia

Phillip M. Kasik
  Vice President & Assist. Treasurer

  Past President, AFoCR
  Partner, MPR Assoc., Engineers

Robert W. Doubek
  Secretary

  Past President, AFoCR

 Josef Balaz
  President JBA Construction 
  President BBLA, New York

Peter Bisek
  Editor, Americke listy

Eugene A. Cernan
  Astronaut

  President, The Cernan Corporation

George Drost
  Attorney,  Drost Kivlahan 

  McMahon & O’Connor LLC

Gail Naughton
  President/CEO, 

  National Czech & Slovak Museum
  & Library, Cedar Rapids, IA

Michael G. Rokos
  Past President, AFoCR

  President,  Bohemian National 
Cemetery, Baltimore

Richard F. Schubert
  Former President, American Red Cross
  Former President, Points of Light Fndn

Jack Stack
  Former CEO, Česká Spořitelna Bank

Lewis M. (“Jack”) White
  President, Wilsonian Club

Director Emeritus
Thomas G. Gibian

  Former Director, Apharma
  Pharmaceuticals;  Former
  Trustee, Carnegie Mellon

  University

Daniel R. Baldwin
  President, Greater Cedar Rapids

  Community Fndn

Adrian A. Basora
  Former U.S. Ambassador to 
  Czechoslovakia (1992-95)

Jiří Boudník
  Architect

Zbigniew Brzezinski
  Center for Strategic and 

  International Studies

Thomas R. Cech
  Nobel Laureate, Chemistry
  President, Howard Hughes

  Medical Institute

Robert Chartener
  Partner, Winslow Partners 

Marc Ellenbogen
  President, Prague Society &  

  Chairman, Global Panel Fndn

Milos Forman
  Film Director

Richard W. Graber
   Former U.S. Ambassador to the
  Czech Republic  (2006-2009)

Patricia Hampl
  Writer

Henry Kissinger
  Former U.S. Secretary of State

Petr Kolář
Czech Ambassador to the U.S.

James A. Lovell, Jr.
  Astronaut

Wendy W. Luers
  President, Fndn for a Civil Society

Richard G. Lugar
  Ranking Minority Leader, U.S.     
  Senate Foreign Relations Comm.

Julian M. Niemczyk
  Former U.S. Ambassador to 
  Czechoslovakia (1986-89)

Michael Novak
  American Enterprise Institute

Martin Palouš
Czech Ambassador to the U.N.

Former Czech Ambassador
to the U.S.

Richard Pivnicka
  Honorary Consul General of the
  Czech Republic, San Francisco

Effie Rosene
  Houston Czech Cultural Center

Jeffrey Turner
  Attorney, Patton, Boggs, LLC

Peter Sis
  Author and Artist

Sissy Spacek
  Academy Award Winning Actress

Craig Stapleton
  Former U.S. Ambassador to France

  Former U.S. Ambassador to
  the Czech Republic (2000-2003)

Jan Svejnar
  Everett E. Berg Professor of

  Business Administration and 
  Professor of Economics, University 

  of Michigan

Alexandr Vondra
  Former Deputy Prime Minister
  Former Czech Ambasador to the 

  U.S. (1997-2001)
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His Excellency Pavel Bém
Lord Mayor of Prague, Czech Republic 
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